DANGEROUS  THOUGHTS

might have been effective if they had been directed against the
gross absurdities of economics and so-called political science have
missed their mark, because they have been applied incUscriminately
to the work of the universities as a whole.

The Central Labour College critics of the universities have
also made another mistake. It is one thing to let the universities
tell us what knowledge is good for us, and it is another thing to
assert that we can get the knowledge we dof need without taking
advantage of the enormous resources of information which the
universities possess. It is true that a student who has graduated
with high honours in a university may leave it with the haziest
ideas about the powers which SL Cornish parish council can
exercise. It is then right to say that he is not yet competent to
do educational work in a Cornish rural area. The fact remains
that the graduate teacher will generally know how to look for
the requisite information, and even if, as in this example, there
is a Fabian tract on the subject, his university library is more
likely than the local library to have it catalogued. Three years
spent in the most futile studies at a university have at least one
advantage. Few who have not enjoyed the mixed blessings of
university instruction know how to find their way to the libraries
in which official documents^ reside.

If the university man is given a carte blanche, he will usually
adopt the lazy device of modifying the general course prescribed
by university tradition with more or less relevance to the tastes
of his class and to the limitations of time and previous education.
In so far as he does so, he is making no real contribution to the
educational problems of democracy and merits all the criticisms
of the Plebs Magazine. The mistake is not remedied by distributing
sixpenny text-books and organizing study circles under leaders
who have no direct access to first-hand information and cannot
devote themselves to their task as a serious profession. All good
education is propaganda. Good propaganda is not necessarily
education. The Adult Education Movement should steer a middle
course between aimless education which is servile in temper on
the one hand, and a low level of workmanship on the other.